
West Nyack Free Library Annual Meeting Report  

November 2013 

 

The mission statement of the West Nyack Free Library, represented by its Trustees and Staff, is to provide in 

a friendly and attractive atmosphere, a wide range of materials, both print and non-print, which will assist all 

patrons and encourage them to: educate themselves continually, keep pace with progress in all fields, 

become better citizens of home and community, appreciate and enjoy works of art and literature, making 

such of leisure time as will promote personal and social well-being, contribute to the growth of knowledge, 

appreciate the worth of each individual, recognize the need of human dignity, and nurture the capacity for 

self-improvement. 

The library promulgates the tenet that a well-informed citizenry is essential in a community, and that library 

is an essential component in the total community. 

The library serves as a learning and education center for all residents of the community. 

 

Fast Facts 2013 

 We continued to reach out into the community through our visits to the Clarkstown Central School 

District, meetings with the West Nyack Rotary, our delivery service for the homebound and 

participation in “Make a Difference Rockland Day”. 

 Over 2,500 ebooks have been checked out this year and as a result we developed our first ever ebook 

budget for Adult and Youth Departments. 

 A record number of families enjoyed savings when they visited one (or more) of the 10 museums using 

free passes sponsored by the library. 

 Our Summer Reading Program was the most successful ever with more children and teens 

participating and reading more than ever before.  

 Your diligent staff attended workshops such as: Empathic Listening, Autism, Mental Health, 

LibGuides, Mango Spanish, Overdrive, Teen Volunteer Programs and Customer Service. 

 Our new library Friends Group sponsored a Holiday Boutique. 

 Adult program highlights included Spring Flower Arrangement, a concert by Temple Dudes, Rock fit 

and ESL classes, a presentation about Phantoms of the Hudson Valley, Zentangle and cooking with 

Apples, Apples, Apples.   

 Discarded books that would not normally sell in the book sale are now being sent to Better World 

books which has resulted in a check for $ 61.87 and over 1,200 lbs. of paper being recycled. 

 Our three display cases featured creative and artistic exhibits including angels, origami, jewelry, 

Santas, portraits, knitting, eggs, Legos, airplanes, and many more unique and special collections. 

 A new Adult Services Area is underway with an increase in computers, networked printing and a 

more open layout. 

 Youth programs were extremely successful and continue to draw large audiences with events like 

storytimes, cartooning workshops, Just for Boys book club, Sandbox Gang, Pumpkin Decorating, Girls 

Night Out and Simple Sewing.  

 July saw the formal retirement of our longtime (16+years) Director Rita Fogelman.  A local reception 

was held in her honor and was well attended by current and former staff, patrons, community leaders 

and political representatives. 


